The mass had been progressively enlarging since she first noticed it several weeks 23 earlier. Her doctor attempted to aspirate the mass and the procedure was complicated 24 by significant blood loss after the patient returned home. She developed palpitations 25 and light-headedness which led to her admission to Middlemore Hospital. slopes were negative after 6 weeks incubation. 77 78 DNA for sequencing was extracted as previously described (5) and the 16S rRNA and 79 HSP 65 genes were amplified with primers 27F and 519R (9) and Tb11 and Tb12 (2) . 80
Negative control was provided by use of negative blanks and PCR blanks. 81
Amplification was performed in a 0.2 ml PCR tube with a total reaction volume of 50 82 µl by using a GeneAmp PCR system 9700 thermocycler (PE Applied Biosystems, 83 CA). Each reaction tube contained; 250µM (each) dATP, dCTP, dGTP, and dTTP; 20 84 mM Tris-HCl; 50 mM KCl; 1.5 mM MgCl 2 ; primers and sample DNA. The gene 85 amplification PCR round was conducted with initial 5 min denaturation step at 94°C 86 coupled to repeating cycle of 45 s at 94°C, 45 s at 55°C (60°C for HSP65), and 45 s at 87 72°C for 35 cycles, followed by a 2 min final extension step at 72°C. The quality of 88 DNA extraction was monitored using extraction blank, PCR blank and positive 89 controls, and inhibitors were monitored for using differing concentrations of DNA. 90
91
The oligonucleotide primer 27F and Tb 11 (5µM each) were used for sequencing. 92 PCR products used as templates for sequencing were purified using High Pure PCR 93 Purification Kit (Roche Diagnostics Gmbh, Mannheim, Germany). Sequencing 94 
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